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Officers responding to a call of shots fired approached a group of teenagers in front of a residential 
building. They boys stated that they had not heard any shots and did not know any information 
about any shots fired. The officers asked the boys to disperse but the boys refused because they 
were in front of their building. 

The officers singled out one boy, pushed him to the ground, and arrested him. The officers claimed 
in their interviews that the boy had shoved them, but a video recording of the incident showed that 
this was not true. The boy claimed he had been held in a chokehold, and while the video showed 
that the officer had his hand around the boy’s head, it was inconclusive as to whether the hand was 
around his neck. 

The CCRB found that while PO Santiago acted properly in making the initial stop, he had arrested 
the boy in retaliation, which constituted an abuse of authority. It further found that he had made a 
false statement about being pushed. 

Because the case had been filed a year after the incident, the case was closed only a short time before 
the statute of limitations expired. 

The police department did not discipline PO Santiago, claiming that the statute of limitations 
prevented it from doing so. 
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officers grabbing  He did not recognize himself or any other officer in the video. PO Santiago was asked if he saw 
 push any officer in the video. He stated that regardless of the video, he recalled being pushed by  








